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Dr. H, C: Bumpus has been fixing up the o0ld Weston-Knapp mansion
on Ring Caesar Road, and, by the way, has made a good Job of 1t.‘ He
has restored the old wallpaper which is very ren&ﬁned. having been
made over a hundred years ago; and 1s as good today as when 1t was
pdt on. Amongst other things he has run across; is a cellar situated
in nne of the old sheds back of the main house. This cellar 1ls quite
sizable and its wadls are of stone and very thick. Above thls cellar
vhich was about oight or ten feet deep, was a ring bo%i gvidently
employed for lowering things into it. Here, undoubtedly, was the
goeret cellar where goods from the Far East were placed secretly to09
avoid duties. The Weston ships were anchored in the Cow Yar& and the
story goes that &bt night these goods were ;ou@édup the bgy and placed
in ‘this secret cellar ’i//;, evoiding duties., It has aleo been
claimed that this story ia untrue, and this was an ice house, but
why, 1f this was 8o, should there not have been sgme drain whereby
the 1ce water could have heen carried away, vhich wee not the case.

In those days 1t was not considered a crime to smuggle. John
Hancdck, one of the richest merchants of Boston, was ren&%ned for
thie practive, so it was not;surprising that the Westons followed
the custom and smugrled in Fast Indla goods.

There was aleo a tald that this cellar was comnecbed with the.
water by a tunrel, This 1s manifestly untrue, b ecause no tungﬁ} could
have .been built which would not have been filled with water atghigher
tides. The shed has been torn down,nthe whole cellar fillled in, and

over the place whare the smuggled goods were concaaléd, motor cars
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